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INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-10 ISO-OO NSCE-00 SS-15 SSO-OO 
OPR-02 PA-01 USIE-00 SY-05 USSS-00 CPR-01 /046 R 

DRAFTED BY A:DOMOI JNT/.TKEATHI ,F.Y 

APPROVED BY A:JTHOMAS 

WHITE HOUSE - PHIL WISE 

S/S - FRANK WISNER 

AF - TOM SMITH 

ARA - BOUTON 

092311 022026Z/23 

O 022003Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY CARACAS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMCONSUL KADUNA IMMEDIATE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 053802 

E.O. 11652: N.A. 

TAGS: OVIP (CARTER, JIMMY) 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL VISIT: INTERPRETERS 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN EXAMINING THE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR INTERPRETERS FOR THE UPCOMING PRESIDENTIAL VISIT 
AND WOULD APPRECIATE POST COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS. 

2. CARACAS: THE DEPARTMENT INTENDS TO ASSIGN 

MR. ANTHONY HERVAS AND MRS. STEPHANIE VAN REIGERSBERG 
AS SPANISH INTERPRETERS. MR. HERVAZ WOULD INTERPRET FOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THE PRESIDENT, WHILE MRS. VAN REIGERSBERG WOULD INTERPRET 
FOR MRS. CARTER, THE SECRETARY, OR OTHER SENIOR MEMBERS 
OF THE PARTY. 

3. BRASILIA AND RIO: THE DEPARTMENT INTENDS TO ASSIGN 
MR. NEIL SEIDENMAN AND MRS. SOPHIA PORSON AS PORTUGUESE 
INTERPRETERS. MR. SEIDENMAN WOULD INTERPRET FOR THE 
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PRESIDENT, WHILE MRS. PORSON WOULD INTERPRET FOR MRS. 
CARTER, THE SECRETARY, AND OTHER SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE 
PARTY. THIS ARRANGEMENT ASSUMES THAT ONE OR BOTH OF THE 
INTERPRETERS WOULD FLY TO RIO WITH THE PRESIDENTIAL 
PARTY, DEPENDING ON THE REQUIREMENTS THERE. 

4. LAGOS, KANO AND MONROVIA: THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT 
ANTICIPATE A NEED FOR INTERPRETERS FOR LAGOS AND MONROVIA 
IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THEY ARE ENGLISH-SPEAKING. IN 
KANO, HOWEVER, THE PRESIDENT IS SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH 
THE EMIR AND PROBABLY WILL HAVE OPPORTUNITIES TO CONVERSE 
WITH OTHER RESIDENTS OF THAT REGION, WHICH WE UNDERSTAND 
IS LARGELY HAUSA-SPEAKING. IN POST'S JUDGEMENT, SHOULD 

AN EFFORT BE MADE TO MAKE AVAILABLE AN INTERPRETER FOR 
THE PRESIDENT'S USE, OR IS THE LOCAL ENGLISH CAPABILITY 
CONSIDERED ADEQUATE? PLEASE TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION 
LANGUAGE CAPABILITY OF MISSION PERSONNEL AND NIGERIAN 
GOVERNMENT AND ADVISE. YOU SHOULD ALSO KNOW THAT 
DEPARTMENT WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY FINDING A QUALIFIED 
HAUSA INTERPRETER. 

5. CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN TO MEANS OF TRANSPORTA- 
TION TO POST. I.E. WHETHER INTERPRETERS WILL ARRIVE VIA 
PRESIDENTIAL AIRCRAFT OR IN ADVANCE OF THE PARTY BY 
COMMERCIAL AIR. WILL ADVISE. 

VANCE 
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